MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF ICOH SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE ON ‘HISTORY OF PREVENTION OF OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL DISEASES’
Seoul (South Korea), June 3, 2015

The business meeting of the ICOH Scientific Committee on ‘History of Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Diseases’ was held on Wednesday June 3, 2015 at 6.00 p.m. during the 31st International Congress on Occupational Health in Seoul (South Korea) with the following agenda:
1.     Communications by the ICOH SC Chair (Michele A. Riva)

2.     Elections of ICOH SC new officers

3.     6th Conference on History (Gothenburg, Sweden, March 29th – 31st 2017)

4.     Sundries

Participants: Michele Riva (Chair), Paul Blanc, Garret Burnett, Quentin Durand-Moreau, Daniela Fano, Kristiina Kulha, Max Lum, Nicola Murgia, Benoit Nemery, Robert Orford, Wai-on Phoon, Liliana Rapas, Knut Ringen, Dick Spreeuwers, Leo Stockfelt, Andrè Weel, Alfredo Menéndez-Navarro (Secretary).
Leslie Nickels and Kjell Torén justify their absence.

1.     Communications by the ICOH SC Chair (Michele A. Riva)
The meeting starts with the communications by the ICOH SC Chair, Michele Riva, who summarizes the main contributions of ICOH SC on History during the Triennium 2012-2015.
The most important event of this triennium was the Fifth international Conference on History of Occupational and Environmental Health, held in Rotterdam (The Netherlands) in April 2014. The event was planned as a two-day working conference, with two keynote lectures, twenty oral presentations and three plenary discussions. Despite the low number of participants, a high level of oral communications and the active participation to plenary discussions confirmed the value of the event.  The Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference on History of Occupational and Environmental Health — Framing Occupational Diseases are expected to be published in a special issue of a peer reviewed Scandinavian journal.
Another improvement in this triennium was the activation of a new website of the Scientific Committee (http://www.icoh-history.org/) in the end of 2013. This website supported the circulation of information on events and other news from our SC, fostering the communication between members. The site webmaster is Michele Riva, who gives his availability to go on implementing the site also in the next triennium.
Publications planned during the triennium include:

· Proceedings of the Fifth Conference  (to be published)

· Collaboration with the ICOH Newsletter
· ‘Occupational Health in Fine Arts, Music and Literature’
· Conference Report

· Conference report of the celebration event for the tercentenary of Bernardino Ramazzini, held in Padua in October 2014 and jointly organized by ICOH, published in Med Lav in January 2015.

· A special issue on the tercentenary of Bernardino Ramazzini promoted by the Spanish School of Occupational Medicine, published in Med Segur Trab in December 2014
Michele Riva summarizes the main contributions of the Scientific Committee to the Seoul Conference:

· Oral Session [OS018: History of Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Diseases] with six contributions

· Special Session [SS077: Historical Evolution of Occupational Health in Asian Countries] with six contributions

· Special Session [SS069: Evolution of Occupational Health throughout the History of ICOH Scientific Committees] with 5 contributions

Michele Riva informs on the incorporation of six new members to the SC during the triennium. He also informs that on April 6, 2015, Giovanni Berlinguer, one of the eminent members of the committee, passed away in Rome.
Finally, Michele Riva draws attention on the need to check the effective membership of our SC in the next triennium, a task that should be developed by the new officers.

Andrè Weel and Dick Spreeuwers summarize the process conducing to the celebration of the Fifth international Conference on History of Occupational and Environmental Health. Originally it was planned to be held in late October 2013 under the theme “The struggle about ‘evidence’ in occupational and environmental health” and organized by the Erasmus University of Rotterdam, the Arnold Leuftink Foundation, and our SC. Due to the low number of contributions received, the local organizing committee thought that there was a sufficient basis to organize a small-scale conference in late April 2014 under the topic ‘Framing Occupational Diseases’. Eventually, the conference comprised two introductory lectures by Professor Eddy Houwaart, two case studies (about silicosis and burnout), 18 short presentations and three discussion sessions.
Dealing with the publication of the proceedings of the Rotterdam conference, Paul Blanc expresses his doubts about its viability and suggests the publication of some articles in peer reviewed journals. He also expresses his disappointment with the special session on the development of Occupational Health in the Asia-Pacific Region organized by our SC.
2.     Elections of ICOH SC new officers
The mandate of Chair (Michele A. Riva) has expired. The SC has therefore to propose new officers to be appointed by ICOH President. Michele Riva informs that after the call for candidatures, Leslie Anne Nickels and Alfredo Menéndez-Navarro have expressed their availability to be elected as Chair and Secretary, respectively. No other candidatures are presented in the meeting.  The SC unanimously decides to propose to ICOH that Leslie Anne Nickels be appointed as new Chair of the Committee and Alfredo Menéndez-Navarro continues to serve as Secretary.  Wai-on Phoon reminds that is the proposed Chairperson who must choose the Secretary of the SC.
3.     6th Conference on History (Gothenburg, Sweden, March 29th – 31st 2017)
During the business meeting in Rotterdam, it was propose to hold the next conference in Gothenburg (Sweden), March 29-31, 2017. Kjell Torén was appointed as the President of the Conference and of the Organizing Committee. On behalf of Kjell Torén, Leo Stockfelt informs that the aim of the conference will be to explore the interaction between practitioners, researchers and policy makers in the developing of occupational and environmental health. An International Organizing Committee has been set up. A first meeting of the committee will be held in London in October 2015. Members of the SC are invited to send proposals to the organizers.
A debate took place on the convenience of organizing preconference workshops as in the 4th conference.

Paul Blanc inquires on the best way to improve the inclusion of historical issues within the ICOH congresses’ agenda and the level of historical contributions. Knut Ringen suggest the importance of including proposals in the mid-term ICOH meeting while Michele Riva highlights the economic obstacles that hinder the participation of historian in ICOH congresses due to the high fees. He mentions the case of the Italian Society of Occupational Medicine, where historians are invited to contribute without paying congress fees. Wai-on Phoon points out the importance of host countries in deciding about plenary session’ speakers. It is discussed the need of a deeper scientific review of paper proposals to the sessions organized by the SC and it is suggested to promote the invitation of an outstanding historian for one of the plenary sessions. Ciba Foundation and the Wellcome Trust are suggested as possible funding sources.
4. Sundries
Michele Riva informs on the project of ICOH of creating a Network of champions in education, who are members of scientific committees, for increasing collaboration on common grounds among SCs in this field. These champions have to be nominated by their SCs and will represent the ideas of their SC in this Network. Andrè Weel would be happy to serve in this network representing our SC. The SC unanimously supported his candidacy.
Michele Riva thanks to the members of the SC for their support in an emotive farewell speech as Chairperson.
Since there were no other issues for a discussion, the Chair closes the meeting at 7.20 p.m. and thanks to all the members for their participation.
Michele A. Riva

Chair, ICOH Scientific Committee

 History of Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Diseases
